Appeal No. 8

Poland v Israel

Appeals Committee:

Jens Auken (Chairman, Denmark), Herman De Wael (Scribe, Belgium), Naki Bruni (Italy), Grattan Endicott (England), Steen Møller (Chairman, Denmark)
Senior Teams Round 2

Board 6. Dealer East. East/West Vulnerable.
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Comments: 

2} Precision, 2[ non-forcing

Contract: Five Diamonds doubled, played by South

Result: nine tricks, NS -300

The Facts: 

West had noticed a hesitation during the passes after 4[ on the other side of the screen and called the Director after the bid of Five Diamonds. South agreed to the Director that there had been some delay.

The Director: 

Ruled on Unauthorized Information. He decided that passing was a logical alternative for South, and that the hesitation had suggested bidding on.

Ruling: 

Score adjusted to Four Spades by East, 11 tricks, NS -650

Relevant Laws: 

Law 16A2

North/South appealed.

Present: All players, both Captains and a Polish translator.

The Players: 

North/South told the Committee that East had not even put a pass-card on the tray, and that East had pushed the tray through (contrary to regulations). East/West denied both these allegations.

North stated he had thought for maximum 10 seconds, and that the tray had stayed on his side for a total of 15 seconds. East said the delay had lasted at least 30 seconds, maybe a full minute. West said the tray had stayed away for a very long time. She remembered that they had 12 minutes for the last two boards, but after this one, there remained only 2 minutes for the last board. She thought the tray had come back after approximately 1 minute.

South explained that he did not open the bidding to see what would happen. West has maximum 15 HCP (Precision), and East is a passed hand, so partner North must have some points. At this favourable vulnerability he considered the save obvious.

The Committee: 

Saw no reason not to go with the Director on his decision that there had been a break of tempo. South´s bid of Five Diamonds is certainly helped by the hesitation, which could only have been from his partner.

The Committee’s decision:

Director’s ruling upheld.

Deposit: Returned

